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Stage 1: October/Nov 2006
Local Constituent Action – Communicating with your Member of Parliament 

The Canadian Biotechnology Action Network (CBAN) has designed a campaign that relies on many different tactics to build a strong, effective campaign for a legislated ban on Terminator. The first tactic is a petition to your Member of Parliament.

We ask you to consider taking action in your riding with other constituents to communicate with your Member of Parliament. MPs take the concerns of their constituents seriously. It is important that MPs learn about Terminator from the people who vote for them and to whom they have a directly responsibility. Local actions will combine with others at the national level to raise the awareness of MPs and make them understand that Terminator is a public concern. CBAN will work with other groups to communicate with MPs via letters and meetings in Ottawa. CBAN will increase pressure with media stories, events and a national letter writing and postcard campaign. 

Successful tactics so far: Letter writing and media attention has already been successful in forcing our government to change its actions on Terminator, but our government has still never made statements against Terminator:

· In February 2005, letters from Canadians and people across the world stopped our government from trying to overturn the UN moratorium on Terminator. In March 2006, over 75,000 postcards and thousands of letters plus media attention and global pressure forced the government to allow the strengthening of the UN moratorium.

Letter writing and other active communications are more effective than petitions, however local petitions will be an important first action. 

PETITION TO YOUR MP – 3 Actions you can take:

Goal: 100 signatures or more to your Member of Parliament before December.

1) Collecting Signatures: This is not a national petition. The petition is designed for local constituent action, to be signed by people in your riding and sent to your local Member of Parliament. If your MP receives a petition with a minimum of 25 signatures, he or she will present the petition in the House of Commons in Ottawa. Our goal is that MPs across the country present petitions in the House. This will serve 2 purposes: 1) your local MP will hear the concerns of constituents 2) the MP will speak in the House on Terminator and other MPs will know that this is an issue across the country. This is also a chance to start organizing in your riding and meet others who will take action with you. The petition can be the first of a three-step action plan. 

2) Sending the Petition: Collect the signed petitions and send to your MP with a covering letter. Your letter should be polite. See “Tips on Writing to Your MP.”

3) Meeting Your MP – Nov 13 - 17: Your letter could request a meeting with your MP. MPs are in their ridings Nov 13-17 so that would be an ideal time for a meeting. If there are people in your riding who could join you, you can form a delegation of concerned constituents. For support and more info call or email Lucy Sharratt, CBAN Coordinator at coordinator@cban.ca 613 241 2267. See also www.banterminator.org

